Travels in Two Democracies
American individualism and "alarmed over the dangerous trends
in business," called the Committee for the Nation. He made
use of the Committee for the Nation to publicize his scheme
for devaluing the dollar} and they evidently made use of him.
When Doctor Wirt came on to Washington in connection
with the business of the Committee, he would usually look up
Miss Barrows, who had for fourteen years now been a school
building specialist in the educational office of the Department of
the Interior. Last fall Mr. Robert Kohn, the director of the
housing division of the PWA, wanted somebody to help with
education in connection with the subsistence homesteads. Miss
Barrows suggested Doctor Wirt. Doctor Wirt was not very
favorably disposed, because subsistence homesteads meant de-
populating the cities and without large modern cities you could
never get the equipment necessary for work-study-play schools,
and besides the whole thing smacked of socialism. But Miss Bar-
rows invited him to dinner to meet some of the liberals in the
administration and to try to interest him in the kind of thing
they were doing.
There were Miss Hildegarde Kneeland, an economist in the
Department of Agriculture, appointed during the Coolidge ad-
ministration; Miss Mary Taylor, the editor of the consumers'
guide of the AAAj Mr. Robert Bruere, the director of the
NRA Industrial Relations Board of the textile industry j Mr.
David C. Coyle, a consulting engineer and a specialist in wind-
resistance, a member of the Technical Board of Review of the
PWA; and Mr. Laurence Todd, the American representative of
the Soviet news agency, Tass. They were all middle-class intel-
lectuals like Doctor Wirt himself, experts in various fields, with,
most of them, liberal views.
Doctor Wirt began by talking about education, but soon got
off on his money theory and, though Miss Barrows tried from
time to time to bring him back to education, went on expound-
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